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pallet of straw to rest their weary and emaciated limbs! Wliy not have 
marched them just as they were, dirty and ragged, unshorn and unshaven, 
shoeless and hatless, through our streets, and let the people see for them- 
selves how war treats its own agents ? 



LETTER FROM INDIA. 

Ou'r Society in 1845-6 attempted to furnish every missionary from this 
country among the heathen, with a copy of our Book of Peace, our series 
of nearly twenty tracts bound in a volume of more than COO pages. From 
these we have received several responses; but it gives us special pleasure 
to acknowledge and publish the following from a missionary who has 
been twenty years in the field, and whose testimony and suggestions on 
the points which he touches, are worthy of the most serious attention of 
all Christians. 

Bombay, July 27, 1847. 
To the Rev. G. C. Beckwith, Sec'y of the Am. Peace Society. 

Dear Sm, — Among some books which we lately received from Ameri- 
ca, we were glad to find a volume, bearing the title of "Book of Peace." 
And on opening the volume our pleasure was increased by finding that it 
was a present to this mission from the American Peace Society. 

We are much obliged for this valuable work. I had read some of the 
articles, &c, in it in different books or as separate tracts or pamphlets, 
but others were new to me. The whole collection forms a very valuable 
volume, and on a subject involving the happiness and misery of the hu- 
man family to a greater extent than any other — the gospel excepted. 
The publication of this volume appears also to be very timely ; and 1 trust 
that, in connection with other efforts of the Society, the attention of 
Christians will be generally excited to the prayerful consideration of this 
subject. 

The war with Mexico, in which our country is now involved, appears to 
us, and so we believe it must appear to all who contemplate it free from 
the prejudice and excitement of party, to be extremely unhappy in its 
origin and in its circumstances — involving great loss of life, much suffer- 
ing in thousands who are entirely innocent in this matter, and an im- 
mense expenditure of money, required for use in various ways for the 
temporal and spiritual good of the nations now conflicting with each other. 
This war is producing an unhappy influence on the character of our coun- 
try in the opinion of other nations. It will have an unhappy influence on 
the state of morality and religion through the country, while it opens up 
to view a dark and gloomy prospect for future generations. Our daily 
prayer is, that God would so incline the hearts of all, that this conflict may 
come to a speedy termination ; and we anxiously watch the arrival of 
every mail in the hope that it will bring us the news of peace. 

I hope the American Peace Society will zealously pursue its object — 
never more important than in the present state and prospects of our coun- 
try. The spirit and the end of the gospel — " peace on earth "' — furnish- 
es a basis on which the society can rest for the truth of its principles, 
while the numerous promises in the word of God furnish the strongest 
encouragement to effort and perseverance. How incredible it would ap- 
pear — were it not a fact — that nations, who worship the same Almighty 
being, who trust in the same Savior, and who profess to take for the rule 
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of their faith and practice the tame inspired volume which inculcates on 
all, as the sum and substance of all its precepts, love to God with all the 
heart, and to every human being as themselves, should resort to war for 
the adjustment of their difficulties. And yet such has been their practice 
from the time the Christian religion became the faith of nations. I can- 
not, however, but hope that all Christian nations will ere long learn and 
adopt a better way — the way so earnestly recommended by the Peace 
Society, namely, to adjust all their difficulties by referring them to other 
parties for arbitration and final settlement. Were this principle now adopt- 
ed by Christian nations, and proclaimed to the world, its effect upon 
the Mohamedan, heathen and all unevangelized nations and tribes would 
be great, and would exert a most happy influence in recommending and 
extending the gospel throughout the world. 

Much has been published in America concerning the religion of the 
Hindoos; but I have seen little in American works concerning the gen- 
eral state of the country. The political state of India has no parallel in 
the history of the world. A country with more titon ] 00,000,000 of in- 
habitants in subjection to a nation containing not more than one-fourth as 
many, of another complexion, of a different religion, and living in a distant 
part of the globe, separated by continents and seas. India has bad fearful 
experience of the power for Christian nations — a power for which they 
are indebted in a great degree to the direct or indirect influence of Chris- 
tianity. But her inhabitants have yet seen but little to produce the con- 
viction that this religion in its spirit and its object is emphatically a re- 
ligion of peace, and that the Savior, in whom these nations profess to 
trust, and whose name they bear, is called the " Prince of Peace." Eng- 
land conquered India by the sword, and by the same means possession is 
still retained. The military force supported by the English in India for 
ten years past, has exceeded on an average 200,000 men, and the annual 
expenditure for this immense army has exceeded 445,000,000. For the 
two past years the army has been 250.000, and the expenditure for it ex- 
ceeded $50,000,000 annually. The debts of the government — money 
borrowed to sustain the expenses of its numerous wars — now exceed 
$200,000,000. Within eight years past, the English government in India 
has been engaged in five different and successive wars, namely, the 
Affghan war, the Scindian war, (with a native prince whose dominions 
are situated between Agra and the Deekan,) the Scinde war, (with native 
princes whose dominions were on the Indus for several hundred miles 
from its mouth,) the war in the northern Mahratta country with Kula- 
pore and Savant Warree, and, lastly, the war in the Punjaub or with the 
Seiks. These do not include the war with China, as that was regarded 
as a war between England and China, though the causes of it originated 
in the opium-trade between India and China, and a large military force 
was sent from India to assist in carrying it on. More than nine-tenths of 
all the Europeans in this country are connected with the army. 

It is now more than twenty years since 1 left America, but neither the 
numerous changes which have there taken place, nor the lapse of so 
many years, have extinguished my love to my native country, nor has my 
daily prayer ceased that the blessing of God may rest upon it. The future 
state of our country — and of all America, so far as the civil and religious 
institutions of the country are to have any influence upon the other na- 
tions in the Western Continent — depends very much upon the diffusion 
of the principles of the Peace Society. May its principles and all its pro- 
ceedings be such as the " Prince of Peace " shall approve, and abundantly 
bless to the progress and establishment of his reign over the eaith. 

In the service and fellowship of our common Lord and Savior, 
I remain, Dear Sir, yours sincerely, 

D. O. Allen. 
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P. S. I send you some papers which contain interesting facts concern- 
ing the army in this country. One of these is an account of a religious 
ceremony called i: Consecrating the banners " of a regiment. The papers 
often contain similar accounts. Not many months since the present 
Archdeacon of Bombay performed a similar ceremony. And the present 
Bishop of Bengal — Daniel Wilson — well known to many in America 
by his writings, once performed a similar ceremony. Such iacts may be 
new to you — I am not aware that any thing of the kind is done in 
America. D. O. A. 

The substance of these documents will be given in another number. — 
Ed. Adv. 
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Terms. — -Advocate ol Peace, monthly, or a double No. once in two months, making 
a volume in two years, One Dollar in advance. 



Book of Peace, 12 mo., 608 pp., $1 00 

Congress of Nations, 8 vo, large, 2 50 

Upham on Peace, 38 

Tracts (64 in all) at 12 pp. for a cent. 



Hancock on Peace, . . ^0 25 

Dymond on War, • 20 

Peace Manual, paper covers, 19 — cloth, 25 
A discount for gratuitous distribution. 



BOSTON, 21 Cornhill, Geo. C. Beckwith, Cor. Sec, W. C. Brown, Assist. Treas. 
New York, M. W. Dodd, Brick Ch. Chapel near the City Hall. 
Philadelphia, Henry Longstreth, 347 Market St. 



Postage— *same as newspapers, by a decision of the P. M. Gen'l, as conveying nev;$ t 



